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Editor’s note:

The one about Macy’s
Eric Long | editor-in-chief

I

t is amazing to think that one store can have such an impact
on a city.
The upcoming closure of Macy’s at River Park Square is now
public knowledge but it seems to loom over the city. People
holding signs that read “50 percent off and up” can be seen on
street corners throughout Spokane. It can be assumed that 50
percent will go up until the closure happens.
On a more human level, 94 people are losing their jobs at Macy’s,
and some are students. While Macy’s seems to be taking care of
these employees in one form or another, it still must be difficult.
Anyone with some knowledge of economics will understand
that as the anchor stores of River Park Square, Macy’s and
Nordstrom were essentially competitors. Having these stores
on opposite ends of the mall created traffic between these two
stores and therefore gave business to the other stores in the
mall. It will be interesting to see how the mall is affected by
Macy’s shutdown.
Whatever replaces the department store will have big shoes
to fill. Until the building is occupied again, not having Macy’s
downtown is going to leave a hole in Spokane.

The Easterner’s annual

Housing & Business Guide
is a first of its kind special
publication that serves as a
direct reference for students
who are continuously
searching for answers to their
next need. This is the chance
for businesses in the Cheney
area to showcase the products
and services that they offer
in a more focused light. The
Housing & Business Guide
will be distributed at arms
reach of 15,000 college
students during the last week
of February.
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Circulation: The Easterner publishes a weekly print version as well as web
content during the week http://www.easterneronline.com. The Easterner is
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Riverpoint and various Spokane businesses. If you would like The Easterner to be
distributed at your business call the Advertising Department at 509-359-7010.
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News

Downtown Macy’s closing
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

A

fter 42 years, the building that currently houses Macy’s will be empty
come March. The closure will be
one of 40 throughout the country
due to underperformance.
The downtown Macy’s employs
94 people. The store was opened
in 1974 as the Bon Marché and
occupies 374,000 square feet.
The area surrounding Macy’s is
currently under renovation, which
includes the construction of an
Urban Outfitters.
Fleming said she found out
the store was closing through a
text she received from her friend.
“All [of] the employees,
even the store and department
managers, didn’t know it was
going to happen until it was basically announced to the public,”
Fleming said.
EWU student Shelly Fleming
said she was annoyed upon
finding out this information. “I
love my cosmetic team, and with
this specific location, management was very flexible [around]
my busy class schedule,” she
said. Fleming was offered a
transfer position at a different
Macy’s but said she was not
aware of the details regarding
other employees.
Regarding the closure, EWU
senior Chase Crouch said, “I
felt the store was in need of a
renovation.” He also said he
does not see it as a huge loss for
the community but does feel bad
for the current employees and
the situation they are in.
Fleming said she feels
differently about the closure.
“I feel that in general it’s a sad
situation for downtown Spokane.
It’s an iconic company that
has been part of downtown for
decades,” she said.
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Illustration by Rebecca Savinski
Chairman and CEO of
Macy’s Inc. Terry J. Lundgren
was quoted in a recent press
release. “In light of our disappointing 2015 sales and earnings
performance, we are making
adjustments to become more
efficient and productive in our
operations. Moreover, we believe
we can operate more effectively

with an organization that is
flatter and more agile,” he said.
According to the press
release, “The 36 Macy’s stores
being closed in early 2016, along
with four others closed in the
final three quarters of 2015,
account for approximately $375
million in annual sales, some
of which are expected to be

retained in nearby stores and
with online/mobile sales.”
Macy’s also said associates
displaced by store closings may
be offered transfer positions to
nearby stores if possible and severance benefits will be offered to
eligible full-time and part-time
associates who were laid off as a
result of these closings.

News

EWU Young Professionals to hold speed networking event
By Kalli Wolf | staff writer

E

WU Young Professionals Network will host a
Speed Networking event sponsored by Numerica
Credit Union on Feb. 11 from 5:30-7:30 p.m. at the
Impulse Lounge at Northern Quest Resort and Casino.
The event will begin with mingling, drinks and appetizers and officially kick off at 5:45 p.m. with welcoming announcements followed by a featured presentation.
The speed networking will begin at approximately 6:15
p.m. after the presentation. Finally, at 7:00 p.m. there
will be a prize drawing and open networking. EWU
alumna and former Miss Washington State Fianna
Dickson will also attend and present her best tips for
making a great impression.
“We’re really excited to host an evening of one-onone structured networking,” said Associate Director of
Alumni Relations Cassie Devaney. “This is the perfect
opportunity for students and professionals at all levels

to practice their networking skills, learn how to get
acquainted with new people and broaden their network.”
Current students and graduates of the last 15 years
are encouraged to get involved with the EWU Young
Professionals Network. “If you attend EWU, you are
automatically a member and we would be delighted for
you to attend one of our events,” Devaney said.
According to Devaney, the Young Professionals
Network events provide attendees with a safe and fun
environment to start practicing their skills and building
their network of Eagle alumni.
“This network will be a very valuable asset to you when
you start looking for your first professional job,” Devaney said.
The EWU Young Professionals Network currently
hosts five events per school year, which are organized
and hosted by the EWU Alumni Association and a board
of young alumni volunteers. The speed networking event

Do you have a

BIG IDEA?
Are you ready to start a

BUSINESS?

Enter the Northwest Entrepreneur
Competition and win UP TO $7,500
to turn your idea into a business!
Winners also receive in-kind
awards including legal assistance.

on Feb. 11 is 21 and over; however, “All other Young
Professionals Network events this year are open to all
ages,” Devaney said.
The attendees typically consist of students and young
alumni. Devaney said she also sees students and alumni
from other local universities who do not have access to
such events at their own school. “If you’re coming to a
Young Professionals Network event, you can feel free to
bring a friend or family member that isn’t an Eagle. We
welcome everyone,” Devaney said.

Students can pre-register for the event at
alumni.ewu.edu/Network2016. Registration
is $10 and includes a nacho bar, one beverage ticket and free parking.

The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition supports
student-led entrepreneurship by providing a place for
college students in the Inland Northwest to pursue the
entrepreneurial ideas and receive the startup support you
need to turn your idea into a business reality.
Participation is limited to students (as teams or individuals) or
student-led teams.
Deadline to enter the competition is February 12, 2016.
After entering, teams must submit a 2 page executive
summary and idea pitch video by February 19, 2016.
Final Competition Date: April 7, 2016
For more information visit: www.nwentrep.com
The Northwest Entrepreneur Competition is a collaborative event supported by
Eastern Washington University, and Gonzaga University, Spokane Community
College and Whitworth University.
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Eagle Life
New Pride Center Manager opens up about struggles
Nicholas Franco discusses growing up among animosity as a LGBT youth
By Rosie Perry | staff writer

A

s a queer, feminist and multiracial man, Nicholas Franco
said he has had to overcome
many challenges in his life.
“My experiences with discrimination and bullying have helped me
become a deeply empathetic person,
not only toward marginalized communities but also toward those who
attempt to attack, negate and/or erase
my queer identity,” Franco said.
Franco is a Ph.D. candidate
in the department of Leadership
Studies at the University of San
Diego. As someone who identifies as
multiracial, Franco said his dissertation research explores the minority
resource eligibility of college
students with one white parent and
one parent of color.
Franco, 30, is set to defend his
dissertation in April. He has worked

younger years. “I felt like it was
nonstop,” Franco said.
The bullying was so severe in elementary school he remembers coming
home crying on a regular basis.
This time in Franco’s life was
made even more challenging due
to the fact that he was at a Catholic
school. “People were treating me
different because I was different than
other boys, and I’m learning from
Catholicism that, basically, gay is not
OK,” Franco said.
At age 16, Franco came out
as gay, but as he explored his own
identity and became his own person,
he realized that was not who he was.
After high school, Franco
said he was excited to begin his
adventure at California State
University, Sacramento. There
were thousands of people at his

“It’s OK if you don’t know
yourself, and it’s OK if you feel like
you don’t get it.”

Nicholas Franco | Pride Center manager

as the Pride Center manager for
about three months and said he has
been enjoying the experience.
From an early age, Franco could
tell he was unlike some of the other
children. “I knew in preschool that I
was different, but I didn’t know what
it was,” he said.
Franco attended a Roman
Catholic school from first to 12th
grade. He said he is very thankful
for the education he received from
his school but he had a very difficult
time in high school.
Franco was never physically
harmed; however, he encountered
a lot of bullying during his

school and it was much easier for
him to get lost in the crowd.
Franco said he enjoyed his time
in undergrad because he could be
who he was without the fears he had
in high school.
At age 21, Franco came out
as queer, but it was not until his
later twenties when he completely
understood who he was.
Franco said he believes life does
get better. “One of the things that
I learned is that it is going to take
time, or it may take a long time,”
he said. “It’s OK if you don’t know
yourself, and it’s OK if you feel like
you don’t get it.”
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Nicholas Franco poses in his office | Photo by Karissa Berg

Eagle Life

REVIEW

‘The Boy’ is as childish as
name suggests
By Joe Matthews | staff writer

U

tilizing two of the
most common scare
tactics — creepy
children and creepy dolls —
“The Boy” had the potential to
be a decent horror flick. But
due to absolutely no character
development, an incredibly cliché and almost
plagiaristic script, and very questionable acting
the film fell completely flat and probably provided more laughs than screams.
Greta, played by Lauren Cohan of “The
Walking Dead,” was a young American woman
looking to get away from her past, so she
applied to nanny an 8-year-old boy in a remote
part of England. When she arrived at the
typical, gothic-style mansion, complete with
long corridors, dark staircases and ghastly
family portraits, she is surprised to learn the
boy she is supposed to be watching for the
next two months is actually a doll. She soon
finds out that the doll represents a boy named
Brahms whose parents just couldn’t let go of his
memory when he died and now they treat the
doll like a real child.
Thinking that the next couple months of
her life will be a breeze, she promptly throws
the doll aside and covers it up when his parents
leave. Neglecting a list of required activities
for Brahms, she drinks wine, reads and hangs
out with the grocery delivery man, Malcolm,
played by Rupert Evans. Brahms, who wasn’t
as lifeless as Greta thought, didn’t take kindly
to this and began to wreak havoc throughout
the house.
Upon realizing Brahms was alive, Greta
began to treat him like he was her own.
Completing all the requirements, she made
sure the doll was happy. But when Greta’s
past catches up to her and unexpected visitors
come over, the doll becomes livid and hell is
unleashed upon the house and its residents.
The overall premise of the movie was pretty
good. A destructive soul captured in a doll
is the basis for several famous horror movies
like, “Child’s Play,” “Dead Silence” and “The
Conjuring,” but, unlike those, “The Boy” isn’t
any good. Lacking any character development,
the movie gives no backstory on anyone —
causing viewers to lose any connection they
might have had with the characters. Because

Contributed by usatoday.com
the audience was given nothing to build on, the
climactic scenes were nowhere near as intense
as they could have been.
What also brought this movie down was how
similar some of the scenes were to other famous
movies of the genre. For instance, the resemblance a scene where a door is being broken
down has to that same kind of scene from “The
Shining” is uncanny. Though Jack Nicholson
isn’t saying “Here’s Johnny,” the similarities
are obvious. Another scene where a wall gets
broken through during a chase is definitely
comparable to a scene in the “Texas Chainsaw
Massacre.” With these not being the only two
scenes that seemingly came from another script,
“The Boy” really lacks originality.
Lastly, the acting wasn’t up to par. Cohan
wasn’t convincing in her role at all. Evans was
somewhat funny, but in the end was overshadowed by the poor acting around him.
Despite scary elements, the film didn’t live
up to its full potential. It was very cliché when
it came to the setting and the script. The acting
was weak and so were the scares. Even the plot
twists were lacking in excitement. With the title
foreshadowing the outcome, “The Boy” ended
up being more childish than scary.

All this
space
could
be for

YOUR
business!
Advertise with us today.
Email advertising@ewu.edu
to find out more
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Eagle Life

Battle of the Bands brings diverse music to EWU
Rag Time Romance, seven-piece band, takes home grand prize of a paid concert in the spring
By Kristi Lucchetta | contributing writer

T

here were three judges and
eight bands with one winner on
the night of Feb. 2 at the Eastern Washington University event for
the Battle of the Bands. The event was
supported by Eagle Entertainment.
The event ranged from having
R&B, to soul, to hard rock and to
acoustical bands.
“I thought this year’s [Battle of
the Bands] was very interesting,”
said senior at EWU, Anna Ratcliff.
“This is my third year coming to this
and my favorite band was The Twist.
They actually brought in energy that
meshed with [music] that was in the
50s and now-a-days.”
The winner was a seven-piece
group called Rag Tag Romantics.
They started up in the summer
of 2014 and are from Deer Park,
Washington. The prize awarded to
them was a paid concert taking place
in the spring.
The runner up was a three-man
band called The Twist. This band
consisted of two lead vocalists and a
drummer. Their prize was a package
valued of $250.
The band showed their energy
on stage while also showing off many
talents of being able to play the guitar
as well as singing. “Feel free to get up
and twist,” shouted the drummer.
The third place holder was the
band named Left Over Soul. This
band was described as an R&B, soul
group, which played a number of
instruments that included the tambourine, guitar, trumpet and drums
along with vocals. The group started
in 2011 in Spokane.
The laughter and applause from
the crowded auditorium gave many of
the band's much enthusiasm.
“We tune for you,” one of the lead
vocalists from the Rag Tag Romantics
band said before performing.
From a band named Project X
to a group called Wonder Band,
who translated a written Norwegian
song into English, the Battle of the
Bands brought in a diverse spectrum of music.
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All eight bands line up on stage to see how they placed | Photo by Kristi Lucchetta

Clockwise from left: Rag Time
Romance, solo artist Zac
McMaster, The Twist, Left Over Soul
Photos by Kristi Lucchetta

Eagle Life

REVIEW

Lara Croft makes a glorious return with puzzle and exploration sections
By Chris Mudd | staff writer

“R

ise of the
Tomb Raider”
takes the
strong foundation of
one of gaming’s legacies
and reinvigorates it. The
previous installment in
the franchise attempted to revitalize the aging
character with a fresh take on the protagonist Lara Croft. While the rebooted “Tomb
Raider” was certainly not a bad game by any
stretch of the imagination, it did leave out the
exploratory elements that made the originals
so fun to play.
What “Rise of the Tomb Raider”
did so beautifully was mix the action-adventure gameplay elements
of modern games with the nostalgic
exploration that made the original
“Tomb Raider” games such staples in
the gaming world.
The combat of the game felt solid and

fun, with the player’s power improving
exponentially as the game moved forward.
My only complaint is the difficulty curve
flatlines pretty quickly. I found the puzzle
sections of the game to be much more fun, as
the enemies never really posed any challenge
to begin with. Particularly several hours into
the game when the player’s weapons wipe the
floor with the bad guys.
This is yet another installation in the
third-person shooter genre, and it’s impossible
not to feel comfortable with the formula after
years of “Uncharted” and “The Last of Us.”
What’s ironic is the “Tomb Raider” franchise
had a pivotal role in creating the genre, and
it’s a shame no nuance or innovation came
with Lara’s latest game.
Yet, after wading through the
combat sections, the true colors of “Rise
of Tomb Raider” were revealed. The
puzzle and exploration sections of the
game were some of the most memorable

gaming experiences I’ve had in some
time. And not just the main puzzles —
there were plenty hid away in the dark
nooks and crannies of the world that
were increasingly enticing as the player
pushed forward in their quest.
The story left something to be desired.
Despite clever character dialogue throughout
and wonderfully animated actors, the overall
story of the game was rather formulaic. That
being said, there was a moral gray area Lara
treaded through as her journey became more
and more driven by obsession. At the very
least, her character was enjoyably fleshed out,
and it was wonderful to see added layers in
such an iconic character.
All in all, “Rise of the Tomb Raider”
did what the reboot last year should have
done. There were still some cracks in the
game, but it took substantial effort to find
any valid criticism of this surprisingly
excellent game. Welcome back, Lara.

Illustration By Linlin Xing

Hurry!
Limited
Offer!

Scan this QR code with
your smart phone to view
floor plans.

Eagle Point Apartments
has bigger units!

1,2,3,4 bedroom & Studio units available.
Stop in today for best selection. Quantities are limited and selection is based on availability!

Discount available today!
Sign a new lease at Eagle Point for the 2016-2017 school year. Best Pricing Now!

Visit www.iRentSpokane.com
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Opinion
THE EASTERNER
Letters to the Editor

Opinion Editor
Samuel Deal
easterner.opinion@gmail.com
Requirements:
-Letters should be 300 words
or less and typed, or legibly
handwritten.
-Include your full name, signature, telephone number and
email address for verification.
-We reserve the right not to
publish letters; furthermore,
all letters are subject to editing for adherence to Associated Press style.
-Letters must be received no
later than Monday at 10
a.m. in order to be considered
for publication the following
Wednesday.
-If your letter is in response
to a specific article, please
list the title and date of the
article.
Editorial Policy
We encourage the EWU
community to submit letters
and opinion pieces that
conform to the requirements
listed above.
Opinion articles and letters
to the editor do not necessarily
reflect the views and opinions
of The Easterner, its staff
members or Eastern Washinvgton University.

OP-ED

Flint water evolution of injustice
By Sam Deal | opinion editor

T

he water catastrophe of Flint, Michigan, is another sad
example of systemic violence against impoverished
and minority communities
in the United States.
The once-proud town known as Vehicle
City was devastated by the loss of auto
plants in the last half century. 41 percent
of Flint’s 100,000 occupants fall below
the poverty level and African-Americans
represent 56 percent of the populace.
In 2011, nearly bankrupt, the state
appointed Flint an emergency city manager.
The position has rotated a handful of times
in the last four years and is now held by
Jerry Ambrose.
In April 2014, the city switched its water
source from Detroit’s water system, which
funneled roughly 70 miles from Lake Huron,
to the Flint River in order to save money.
By October 2014, a boil-water advisory
had been put in place and General Motors
stopped using the municipal water citing its
increased corrosive tendency. Three months
later, Detroit water attempted to reconnect
Flint and waive the connection fee, and
Ambrose declined.
For the next year, growing concerns
arose in the community as tap water became
odorous and off-color. The city and state
governments began to study the water supply
and quickly recognized the water corroded
old pipelines, which leaked highly toxic
levels of lead into the city’s water supply.
But it was not until October 2015, after
an independent investigation and statewide
protests, that the city issued a warning to
residents against using the water. It was also
in this month the city returned to Detroit’s
water system. But the damage had already
been done.
Permanent damage to the city water system
forced Governor Rick Snyder to declare a state of
emergency on Jan. 5. Flint Mayor Karen Weaver
recently stated the estimated cost to fix the water
system is in the range of $1.5 billion.
When transitioning from Lake Huron’s
water, the Michigan Department of
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Illustration by Linlin Xing
Environmental Quality did not add anti-corrosive agents to the water, which allowed the
eventual contamination.
The decision to cut costs by switching
water sources is perfectly understandable,
but state officials’ negligence in the handling
of a rapidly-declining situation is hard to
imagine. Unless you live in an impoverished,
mostly minority community, then it is just
another day in the country we call great.
When it comes down to it, the citizens,
specifically the children, of Flint were
expendable. A necessary loss in order to save
what matters most: money.
It was not until the crisis began to receive
national attention that any progress was made
in protecting U.S. citizens from the inaction
of their governing body. Sadly, it is coming
too late and Flint’s population will be suffering the effects of lead poisoning for years.
Like Baltimore, Ferguson and so many
other poor communities in this country,

Flint residents weren’t only abandoned by
those who are charged to help them, but
abused to the point of absolute desperation.
We look at lynching as a thing of the
past, yet for years militarized police brutality
has just taken its place.
Since the slaying of Michael Brown,
police aggression has become a hotbed of
conversation for the entire nation. The
authoritarian police forces in poor, mostly
minority communities are no longer allowed
to execute individuals of the communities.
Well, at least not without getting a slap on
the wrist.
No longer will young men be beaten to
death in custody or senselessly murdered
without drawing massive criticism and threat
of repercussion.
Flint is simply the evolution. Why target
poor, minority individuals when you can
poison the entire populace and deny responsibility or aid until the damage is already done.

Police Beat
Resurrect Your Taste Buds
1420 1st St
Cheney, WA

By Mike Manning | administrative assistant

(509) 498-6603
zomjuice.com

Open Hours
10am - 6pm
E-Cigs and E-Liquids

Rarely available awesome
apartments for EWU Students!
Across the street from EWU Campus at 111–119 N. 9th Street.
Fully Furnished, All Utilities Included plus Wifi and Basic Cable,
Off Street Parking, Private suites with private baths and in-bedroom
TV’s furnished. Granite counters and porcelain tile floors.
Individual leases for 10 Months to 2 years.
Illustration by Rebecca Savinski

January 25th, 12:04 a.m.

January 28th, 8:16 p.m.

CAs doing rounds in Streeter Hall reported the smell
of marijuana coming from a room on the fourth floor.
Officers responded to the suspected room and made
contact with two male students. A pipe was found
after conducting a search. One of the students claimed
ownership of the pipe and was given a criminal
citation. Both were reported to Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

A dining services golf cart parked outside Reese
Court during the basketball game was stolen. An
employee for dining services reported the cart stolen
and 40 minutes later two unidentifiable males were
seen driving it. The cart was left and recovered. The
investigation is ongoing.

Drug Paraphernalia

January 26th, 9:31 a.m.
Marijuana

Two men were reportedly seen smoking marijuana
in a red vehicle parked on Cedar Street. Police
responded and found the two suspects in the described
vehicle were both students. The smell of marijuana
was present and both individuals showed signs of
intoxication. They were referred to Student Rights and
Responsibilities.

January 26th, 2:36 p.m.
Tresspassing

A female resident in Morrison Hall struggled to
get three male students to leave her room. Police
responded to the potential assault and all three were
cited for trespassing and referred to Student Rights
and Responsibilities.

“The nicest place in Cheney for EWU Students to live”
www.premierstudentliving.com
509-235-1928

Motor Vehicle Theft

January 29th, 9 p.m.
Car Prowl

A male student parked his locked vehicle in lot P-13 on
Jan. 28. Upon returning to his vehicle on the 29th he
found that his stereo system, change compartment and
blanket had been stolen. There are no current leads.

January 29th, 2:26 a.m.

Destruction of Property

A resident on the third floor of LA Hall reported a
male resident walking into their room and urinating
on the floor. Contact with the suspect was made and
he claimed to have been sleep walking. He was given a
criminal citation.

10% OFF

YOUR NEXT
ADVERTISMENT

when you collect 5

January 30th, 8:30 p.m.
Burglary

A resident on the ninth floor of Pearce Hall left his
room briefly. When he returned it was discovered his
PlayStation, controller and a video game had been stolen.
There are no current leads.
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Sports
Women’s tennis sweeps weekend matches, men split
By Brandon Cline | sports editor

Eagle women beat
Nevada and Whitman
College

T

he EWU women’s tennis team
continued its preparation for Big Sky
play with a pair of decisive non-conference home victories over the Nevada
Wolfpack and the Whitman Missionaries.
The Eagles earned the doubles point
against both teams, with the duo of juniors
Dani Young and Katrina Domingo, along
with the team of redshirt senior Moira
Hedberg and junior Erin Blessing, sweeping
both of their matches with relative ease.
“We started with strong doubles in
both matches, which has been a huge
boost for us so far this season,” said
second-year head coach Dustin Hinson.
“Beginning the match with a 1-0 lead and
momentum has really been setting the
tone for us going into singles.”
Sophomore Janaya Smith and
Hedberg, the Eagles’ first and second
singles players, respectively, both fell
to the Wolfpack in tight matches, with
Hedberg losing in three sets. But the

final four singles players for EWU won
their matches to give the Eagles a 5-2
victory over Nevada, who dropped to 1-3
on the season.
Sophomore Rachel Swindell, along
with Young and Blessing won their
matches in straight sets, while freshman
Faye Worrall won a third set tiebreaker,
10-4, to improve to 3-2 on the early season.
The Eagles dropped two games in the
three doubles matches, with the pairing
of Smith and Hedberg bouncing back, 6-1,
after falling, 3-6, to the Wolfpack earlier
in the day. The two went on to win both of
their singles matches in straight sets.
The Eagles as a whole dropped just one
set against the Missionaries, with Swindell
winning her third singles match in a third
set tiebreaker, 10-8.
Hinson credited the team’s mental
approach. “We had a lot of really tight
moments in both matches and I believe
it was our mental approach in these
moments that ultimately put us on top at
the end,” he said. “We are playing in the
moment and controlling the things we can
control.”
The Eagles open up Big Sky play
against Northern Arizona on Feb. 7 with
the doubles matches beginning at 3 p.m.

Erin Blessing waiting to return a serve | Photo by Karissa Berg

12 THE EASTERNER February 3, 2016

Men’s tennis move to 3-1
on the season

A

fter opening the season with a pair
of home victories the EWU men’s
tennis team split two non-conference matches to move to 3-1, falling to the
Gonzaga Bulldogs in Spokane and defeating
the UC Riverside Highlanders at home.
Against the neighboring Bulldogs,
junior Robert Dula was the only singles
player to win his match, defeating
Gonzaga’s Hayden Smith 6-2, 6-2, in the
first singles position. Junior Wacil Bendjelti
fell in a third set tiebreaker in the fifth
singles spot, 10-6. Bendjelti won the first set
6-4 and dropped a tight second set, 6-7 (5).
The doubles team of sophomore Vuk
Vuckovic and Bendjelti won their doubles
match, 6-4, but the Eagles could not
capture the doubles point after the team of
Dula and Victor Pereira, along with junior
Luke Ness and senior Eduardo Bringold,
both dropped their match, 4-6.
Head coach Steve Clark lamented
that the match could have been closer.
“Though it ended up being 1-6, it could
have easily been 3-4 and when it is that

close, pressure does funny things to
people,” he said.
“I exhorted the team to look deep to see
what physical, tactical and mental areas let
them down,” said Clark. “Champions give
credit to a match well played to the opponent
but take personal blame for the loss and are
determined to fix the cause.”
The Eagles rebounded strongly against
UC Riverside, rolling to a 6-1 victory over the
Highlanders. Dula breezed through his singles
match again, winning, 6-0, 6-1. Dula started
the season 4-0, losing just six games through
eight sets of tennis.
In the second singles match, EWU’s
freshman Pereira won his match in three
tough sets, 6-2, 3-6, 7-6 (1). Bringold,
Vuckovic and Bendjelti won their singles
matches in straight sets, while Ness fell in
two sets, 6-7 (5), 2-6.
“Overall, we did some very good things and
even more importantly the guys realize the areas
they need to work on to shore up,” Clark said.
The Eagles are off until Feb. 11, when
they travel to Colorado to take on the
United States Air Force Academy. They then
travel to Greeley, Colorado. A day later they
travel to take on Northern Colorado in their
first conference match of the season.

Vuk Vuckovic hitting a forehand | Photo by Melanie Flint

Sports

Eagles remain undefeated at home
By Riley Baker | staff writer

T

Venky Jois wins the tip-off against Portland State’s Collin Spickerman | Photo by Melanie Flint

he Eagles returned home for a pair of games after a couple
of tough road losses. In conference play this season EWU
is 5-0 at home and 0-4 on the road.
On Jan. 28, the Eagles matched up against a 7-10 Portland
State University. EWU took an early lead in this game and never
looked back, going up, 21-4, only five minutes into the game.
In the first half the Eagles shot 71 percent from the
3-point line, making 10 of 14 attempts, while shooting 66
percent from the field.
Dominating the first half, EWU went into the second half
with a 56-32 lead.
In the second half, the Eagles shot 10 more 3-point shots,
sinking 10 of 17 attempts to finish the night at a 65 percent mark
from the arc.
They went on an 18-6 run to start the second half, going up 36
points over PSU at 74-38 with about 15 minutes left in the game.
EWU outscored PSU, 56-51, in the second half and won with
a final score of 112-83.
Forward Bogdan Bliznyuk had a big day all around with
11 points, seven rebounds, six assists and then also had four
blocked shots.
Guard Austin McBroom made 25 points and 6 of 10 from
the 3-point line.
Forward Venky Jois had 23 points — sinking 9 of 15 shots
from the field. He also had nine rebounds.
Forward Felix Von Hofe had a big game making 5 of 7 shots,
all from the 3-point line, to finish with 16 points.
Guard Julian Harrell had 16 points, making 4 of 6 from the
3-point arc. Guard Sir Washington scored 10 points off the bench
in only 16 minutes of playing time.
The Eagles faced Sacramento State University on Jan. 30
looking to keep their home winning streak alive.
This game could not have been any more different than the
previous game. Led by defense, the Eagles only made one 3-point
shot the whole game, coming from Von Hofe.
In the first half EWU missed all 11 of its 3-point attempts and
shot at a 47 percent from the field. Despite the lack of 3-pointers,
the Eagles still led the entire first half and went into halftime
leading 37-31.
The second half was the same story as the first: strong defense
and weak offense. EWU had a 17-point lead before CSUS cut the
Eagles’ lead to 4 with just under five minutes left to play. But
EWU held CSUS scoreless for two and a half minutes to hold on
and win the game, 74-67.
Bliznyuk scored 18 points and had 11 rebounds for his sixth
career double-double and his third in the last five games. He was
8-11 from the field and made both of his free throws.
Jois also had a double-double, his 32nd of his career, with 24
points and 12 rebounds. He was 10 for 15 from the field.
McBroom scored 16 points, 10 of which came from free
throws. He scored double-digits in all 20 of the games he
played this season.
Harrell also made it to the double-digits with 10 points.
The Eagles will travel to Northern Arizona University to take
on the Lumberjacks on Feb. 4.
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Eagles’ voice took winding road to EWU booth
By Terry Vent | contributing writer

H

e never takes a day off. In his 25
years as the voice of the Eagles,
calling nearly 300 football and over
600 basketball gtames, Larry Weir has not
missed an EWU game unless he was calling
another EWU game.
The two-time Washington State
Broadcaster of the Year’s 25 stable, dedicated
years as the Eagles’ radio voice is rare in an
industry that does not lend itself to establishing roots. Weir, like most radio personalities,
had to move around frequently in his other
careers as a radio station disc jockey, news
anchor and news director.
Weir grew up on a wheat farm and
cattle ranch in Waitsburg, Washington,
near Walla Walla. The only child of Carol
and the late Carl Weir, he developed his
love of sports from his father, watching
television and especially listening to the
radio. He played baseball, football and
basketball at Waitsburg High School before
graduating in 1979.
“There were no kids around me,” said
Weir. “So when I went out to shoot hoops or
throw a ball around, I did the play-by-play
in my head as I was playing these games
against myself.” The radio format was instrumental in Weir’s development. “I spent a lot
of time listening to Bob Robertson call WSU
games, and decided that was what I wanted
to do with my life,” he said. He attended
the Ron Bailie School of Broadcasting in
Spokane after graduation.
His broadcasting career got its start
as the result of a geographical accident.
“My uncle lived across the street from
the guy who owned the radio station
in Toppenish, Washington,” said Weir.
“They were out on the street one day,
telling stories, and the owner mentioned
that he didn’t have a play-by-play guy for
games one upcoming weekend.”
His uncle knew a guy. “[I] attended a
… district playoff basketball game at WAU
where [I] sat at the top of Beasley Coliseum
and did a play-by-play, speaking into a
cassette recorder,” Weir said. He sent the
demo tape to his uncle’s neighbor and he
was hired to fill in, calling play-by-play
for a regional Native American basketball
tournament. Weir’s career was underway.
Weir was attending classes at Walla
Walla Community College at the time. The
station owner, impressed with his work,
hired him to work games on the weekends.
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“I did that for a couple of years in the
fall and winter,” said Weir. “[I would]
go to college during the week, drive to
Toppenish on Friday, work games and two
on-air shifts [as a disc jockey] and drive
home Sunday afternoon.”
After earning his associate’s degree from
Walla Walla Community College, Weir
enrolled at EWU in the fall of 1982, but
academics were not at the top of his priority
list. “I was not a very motivated student and
really wanted to get to the next part of life,”
he said. A co-worker from the Toppenish
station, who had moved to KMWX in
Yakima, offered Weir a full-time position as
a disc jockey. He took it.
Weir’s non-EWU broadcasting career
took him all over Washington’s Palouse
region, bouncing between stations in
Yakima, Pullman, Colfax and Walla Walla.
At KCLX in Colfax he spun vinyl records
well into the 1990s. “We were probably
one of the last stations to transition to
CDs,” he recalled. After an eight year stint

at Pullman’s KQQQ, where he was the
morning news anchor, Weir took a job in
Spokane at KGA as its news director in
2006. After a three year break from radio
news he took a news director position in
Elko, Nevada, in 2011. Unable to find permanent housing — Elko was in the middle
of a gold rush — he returned to Spokane the
following year.
Weir is not working in radio news at
the moment but he said he keeps busy. In
addition to covering EWU football and basketball on various ESPN platforms, he hosts
weekly radio shows and podcasts with EWU
coaches and staff, produces “Eagle Minute”
programming and other advertising content,
calls play-by-play for the Greater Spokane
League and the Spokane Empire, emcees the
annual Hall of Fame ceremony, and handles
various sporting events for SWX TV.
With his long, productive career still
going strong, Weir took a moment to reflect.
“One of the best things about this job [is]
getting to see former players or coaches and

have a chance to catch up and talk for a
while,” he said.
Last month he was able to share lunch
with former head basketball coach Steve
Aggers during a trip to Northern Colorado.
“I hadn’t seen him in 10 years,” Weir said.
He said he enjoyed traveling with the
teams, and how the players accepted him
as one of the guys. Though at times being
one of the guys could be hazardous. “[Once]
when I woke up there was a piece of paper
rolled up to look like a cigarette hanging
out of my mouth,” he remembered. “After
dealing with that, when I went to move my
feet my shoestrings were tied to the metal
part under the aisle seat in front of me.”
One of Weir’s few regrets is not
pursuing his education. “I tell kids at
every opportunity to go to college and get a
degree,” he said.
Still, he said he is grateful to the
people over the years who have trusted him
with the microphone. “I get paid to watch
ballgames,” Weir said. “How lucky am I?”

Sports

Women’s basketball splits road pair

Dental care for your family
- New patients welcome
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by Grace Pohl | staff writer
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ith a loss against Portland State
University, the EWU women’s
basketball team went from being
first place in the Big Sky conference to tied
with Montana State University in first place.
Eastern lost, 81-79, to Portland State on Jan.
28, but had a dominant 100-83 win over
Sacramento State on Jan. 30. The team is
now 8-1 in conference, 14-7 overall.
The Eagles made a late comeback in the
game against Portland State, but it was not
enough to stay undefeated in conference.
After the first quarter, EWU was down,
24-9, shooting 4 of 20 from the field. EWU
was eventually able to fix its offense in the
second quarter, making a 3-point shot and
cutting Portland’s lead to 42-32 at halftime.
EWU had a better second half compared
to the first, but it still struggled putting
points on the board which led to the team
being down, 68-50, with only nine minutes
left in the game. EWU made a quick
comeback to tie the game, 78-78, with one
minute left to play.
Portland State sealed its win over Eastern
with a 3-point bucket with 35 seconds left in
the game. Portland improved to 3-15 with
a win and 1-6 in the conference. This loss
ended EWU’s seven-game winning streak.
Guard Hayley Hodgins led the team in
scoring with 33 points — 15 of which came
from beyond the 3-point arc. She had three
steals throughout the game. Forward Delaney
Hodgins was close to a double-double, scoring
11 points and nine rebounds for the team.
Forward Mariah Cunningham was a high
scorer with 12 points and eight rebounds.
Eastern shot 37 percent from the field,
while Portland State shot 41.8 percent.
PSU turned the ball over 19 times and
EWU turned it over 12 times.

“We didn’t deserve to win this game
tonight. Portland State played their tails
off. They played hungry and with nothing
to lose. They came out from the get-go,
playing hard and playing well. We didn’t
give the effort we needed to from the
opening tip, and you can’t play five minutes
of hard basketball and expect to win,” head
coach Wendy Schuller said in an interview
with goeags.com.
The Eagles came back strong off their
loss when they played Sacramento State,
scoring 100 points for the first time this
season. EWU shot 66.7 percent from the
field in the second quarter alone. In result
of a total of 26 turnovers for the Eagles,
CSUS was able to keep the score close
going into the half, 45-44.
EWU’s defense came out for a successful
second half and kept CSUS from scoring in
the first six minutes. The Eagles were up,
73-60, in the fourth quarter and their score
continued to rise from there. Overall, EWU
shot 55 percent in the second half, 6 out of 9
from beyond the 3-point arc.
Forward Ashli Payne led the team
in scoring with 23 points and had eight
rebounds. Delaney Hodgins scored 16 points
along with eight rebounds and three steals.
Guard Tisha Phillips scored 15 points and
guard Violet Morrow scored 12 points.
Hayley Hodgins scored 21 points, making
it her 37th game in a row to score in double
digits. With 10 games left in the season, she
will need to average at least 9.9 points per
game to break Eastern’s Brenda Suther, who
played from 1983 to 1987 and is the current
all-time NCAA Division I lead scorer.
The Eagles continue their hunt for the
first place title against Northern Arizona
at Reese Court on Feb. 4.
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Delaney Hodgins brings the ball up court | Photo Karissa Berg
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Check in here.

Skip here.

Make your urgent care wait
as short as possible.
Reserve your spot now.
When you need urgent care, view wait times at our six locations and check in
online. Just answer a few easy questions, pick a time that works for you, and
we’ll save your spot. We can even send you a text when it’s time to show up.

Visit RockwoodClinic.com/UrgentCare to check in and
skip the wait.

If your symptoms worsen or you believe you are experiencing an emergency, please call 911 or go to the nearest Emergency Department as soon as possible.

